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This expression of Interest in hosting the 10th IFIP World Conference on Computers 
in Education in 2013 (WCCE 2013) in Toruń, Poland has been prepared by the team:  

Maciej M Syslo, professor of Mathematics and Computer Science 

Nicolaus Copernicus University 

University of Wroclaw 

 Member of IFIP TC 3 on Education 

Jan Madey, professor of Mathematics and Computer Science 

University of Warsaw, former Vice-Rector  

Director of the Centre for Open and Multimedia Education, Uni. of Warsaw 

President of EUNIS 

Michał Śliwa, professor of Political Science and Pedagogy  

Rector of the Pedagogical University of Krakow  

President of the Council of Rectors of Pedagogical Universities in Poland 

Member of the Political Science Committee, Polish Academy of Sciences  

Anna Beata Kwiatkowska, teacher of informatics  

Nicolaus Copernicus University 

Middle and High Academic School at Nicolaus Copernicus University 

Chairman of the Polish Information Processing Society  
the Kujawsko-Pomorskie Branch in Torun 

Barbara Kędzierska, professor of Pedagogy, Pedagogical University of Krakow  

Director of European Centre for Lifelong Learning and Multimedia Education 

Member of the Scientific & Program Council IFIP AGORA 

Member of the Regional Council for the Information Society, Krakow 

Member of the Scientific Council, Malopolska Partnership for Lifelong Learning 
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Conference venue 

We propose the Nicolaus Copernicus University Campus as the conference venue  

The campus is located 2 km from the city centre. It includes:  

 The Assembly Hall for 1000 delegates, equipped with presentation media, 
200-300 delegates may participate sitting in the foyer  

    

    

 6 – 10 lecture halls (for 150 – 300 delegates) equipped with media and 
presentation facilities in the buildings of the Faculty of Law and Administration 
and the Faculty of Economics – 200 m from the Assembly Hall 

 Seminar rooms equipped with media and presentation facilities in both faculty 
buildings 

 Poster exhibition area in both faculty buildings 
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 10 – 15 computer labs in both faculty buildings which can be used for 
conference program presentations, individual and group activities, company 
presentations 

 The University Center for New Technology in Education – the Center will 
coordinate on-line presentations of all conference activities (lectures, 
workshops) and will record all activities  

 Exhibition area in the foyer of the Assembly Hall and in both faculty buildings; 
also open air exhibitions are  possible  

 The new building of the Faculty of Mathematics and Computer Science, 
located near the Old Town, may be a wonderful place to organize special 
sessions and workshops for small groups (up to 300 participants) before, 
during and after the conference 

  

 University dormitories with 400 rooms (estimated cost 25-35 Euro per night 
including breakfast)  

   

 Free wireless Internet access on the campus, in all halls and dormitories 

 Catering service (coffee breaks, lunches, receptions) 

 Free parking lots for 200 cars 
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Toruń, the Copernicus City 

Toruń is one of the most beautiful cities of Poland. Located on both banks of the 
Vistula River, at a site of intersection of ancient trade routes, it has been propagating 
its traditional openness to the world for nearly 800 years. The Gothic buildings of 
Toruń's Old Town, which won the designation of World Heritage Site from UNESCO 
in 1997, present proof of Toruń's centuries-old economic, cultural and intellectual ties 
with the leading cities of Europe associated in the Hanseatic League.  

 

People say: "Beautiful Toruń...".. and are perhaps right. Because here they can 
witness the layout of streets of Toruń Old Town, which has not been changed for 
centuries, the most beautiful Polish panorama of the illuminated medieval part of the, 
Nicolaus Copernicus birth house – the famous son of Toruń, silent arches of the 
Cathedral, where the great astronomer was baptized, The Town Hall of unique 
beauty, whose courtyard remembers the "Toruń Mutiny" drowned in blood in 1724. 
Toruń, as all cities with rich history, has its own magical places. Tourists and citizens 
of Toruń point at spacious Philadelphia Boulevard, whole area of the Old Town 
Market, and the Dream Valley hugging the Old Town. Parts of Toruń’s climate are 
also traditional meetings near the Rafter's Monument, playing his fiddles for the frogs 
and Nicolaus Copernicus, who "stopped the Sun and moved the Earth". When 
sightseeing in the home city of the great astronomer, hundreds of thousands of 
spectators find it a natural thing to attend a spectacle in the Planetarium. 
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The campus is about 2 km from the city centre, where most hotels are located.  

Free access to Internet is provided in the City Centre and in all hotels.  

 

 

 

University Campus 
Dormitories 

Downtown, Market,  
Town Hall, Hotels 
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Transportation 

Special taxi and bus service will be provided by the city for conference delegates.  

Toruń can be easily reached by train and by car, and also by plane and then by train, 
car or bus, from all major international airports in Europe and in Poland.  

Airports: 

 Bydgoszcz, Ignacy Jan Paderewski Airport   50 km 

 Poznań-Ławica, Henryk Wieniawski Airport 150 km 

 Gdańsk, Lech Wałęsa Airport   152 km 

 Warsaw, Frederic Chopin Airport   222 km 

 

Special bus and taxi service between the airports and Toruń will be provided by the 
organizers.  

 

Accommodation 

University dormitories on the campus – 400 rooms (estimated cost 25-35 Euro per 
night including breakfast) 

Hotels in Toruń (*** to *****) may accommodate more than 1500 delegates. 
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Estimated costs 

 

as of October 2010:  

 Conference fee   400-500 Euro   

Includes: attendance at conference sessions, company exhibition admission, morning 
and afternoon tea/coffee, lunch, welcome reception, conference dinner  

There will be various fees for: Early Bird, Presenter, Non-presenter, Student, 
Company personnel, Accompanying person, One-day participation  

 Hotel rooms (*** to *****)  60 – 150 Euro (with breakfast)  

 Dormitory rooms   25 – 35 Euro  (with breakfast)  

 City transportation    1 Euro/trip 

 Airport transfer   20 Euro – 60 Euro 

 

All University facilities on the campus will be provided either free or at reduced costs. 

 

The Kujawsko-Pomorskie Government, The city of Toruń and the Nicolaus 
Copernicus University understand both the educational and social value that 
international conference WCCE 2013 will bring to Toruń, to the region and to Poland, 
and are very keen for Toruń and its University to host this conference – see the 
attached letters of intent (support). The grants for subsidizing the conference are 
expected and declared from the University, city, regional and state governments.  

     

We expect also support from IT companies, local and international – two support 
letters from Pearson and Intel are included in the attachments.  
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WCCE 2013 in Toruń 

We are convinced that Toruń with its unique romantic atmosphere and the campus of 
the Nicolaus Copernicus University are perfect places for hosting the 10th WCCE in 
2013 which will celebrate the TC3 50th Anniversary.  

A high quality scientific content of WCCE 2013 program will be ensured by a 
competent International Program Committee appointed by IFIP (TC3). The 
conference program may also benefit from local contributions which may result from 
the following activities in the area of computers in education: 

 historically, first regular computer classes were held in high schools in Poland 
in mid 60’ – Poland has a long tradition of introducing school students to 
computer science, programming and informatics, and also to using technology 
as a educational tool 

 recently (at the end of 2008), a new National Curriculum has been introduced 
according to which technology and informatics are taught as separate subjects 
through all years in schools; additionally, technology is a part of all subjects as 
an integral part as well as a tool  

 the curriculum of informatics for all students in the National Curriculum has 
been based on “computational thinking” approach 

 new technology standards for teachers have been published by PIPS (PTI), 
which focus mainly on how teachers can help school students to use 
technology to enhance their learning and creativity  

 all Pedagogical Universities in Poland introduce new technology standards for 
teachers to equip all future teachers with the knowledge and skills described in 
the standards 

 new educational environments, such as educational platforms and interactive 
technology have been introduced to schools  

 school students from Poland are very successful in IOI and in other individual 
and group computer competitions, thousands of school students take part in 
the International IT and Informatics Competition “Beaver” 

 

The idea of organizing WCCE 2013 in Poland is strongly supported by two IT 
companies, Intel and Pearson (see the attached letters). They wrote:  

Pearson: … it (WCCE 2013) will be a great chance to both support ongoing 
development there and learn from quite unique practice there. Pearson working in 
this area has always experienced lots of enthusiasm from both teachers and school 
administration.  
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Intel: It is especially important to have such a learning exchange here in Poland –  
there are many programs aimed to improve education in place and in the other 
countries in the region which have accessed the European Union within the last 
couple of years. We are convinced that the WCCE 2013 will bring benefits for 
educational authorities in the whole region.  

 

We are sure that the program of WCCE 2013 and also the venue of the conference 
will attract participants from all over the World – from Asia and America, Australia and 
Africa, and from whole Europe, coming from IFIP circles as well as from schools, 
universities, and educational institutions which work on improving achievements of 
our kids in using technology in education and in preparation for a successful life in 
the modern era – knowledge based society. To attract international delegates from 
various regions and from various circles, information about WCCE 2013 will be 
disseminated among members of working groups on IT and CS education in major 
international organizations (e.g. ACM, IEEE, ISTE) and among participants of 
conferences on computers in education. (e.g. ISSEP, BETT).  

 

The Local Organizing Committee will consists of members who have proved skills 
and capabilities to run such kind of events as WCCE by successful organization of a 
number of national and international events in the past, for instance:  

 Maciej M Sysło has run for 20 years Annual National Conference “Informatics 
in Schools” attended by 300 – 700 teachers and education policy makers; he 
has also organized International Conference ISSEP in 2008 (informatics and 
computers in secondary education); and also international conferences on 
graph theory and combinatorics – some of these national and international 
conferences were organized by the University in Toruń 

 Anna Beta Kwiatkowska runs Annual National Conference “Informatics in 
Education” at the University in Toruń attended by 250 – 300 teachers.  

 Jan Madey is involved in EUNIS and he has organized EUNIS Congress in 
Warsaw in 2010 

 Barbara Kędzierska has organized in Kraków two meetings of the IFIP Agora 
Initiative on Lifelong Learning and in the past she has organized national 
conferences of technology in teacher preparation  

There is a very active computing community at the University of Toruń, which is open 
to new ideas and events and we may count on their professional help.  

All major local authorities are eager to host WCCE 2013 in Toruń: The Rector of the 
Nicolaus Copernicus University, The President of Toruń, The Marshal of the 
Kujawsko-Pomorskie Region – their supporting letters are included as attachments. 
Also, The Polish Academy of Science, which is the IFIP Member for Poland, and The 
Polish Information Processing Society, the largest computer society in Poland, 
support the idea of organizing WCCE in Toruń in 2013 – see their letters in the 
attachments.  
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Special events 

During the Conference a National day (one or two) for teachers from Poland will be 
arranged and some experts attending the Conference will be invited to deliver special 
lectures. 

As a part of a social program (reception) we plan to invite Rafał Blechacz, the winner 
of the 15th Frédéric Chopin International Piano Competition in Warsaw (October 
2005). Also all the special prizes of the Competition went to him: Polish Radio Prize 
for the best performance of mazurkas, Frédéric Chopin Society Prize for the best 
performance of polonaise, National Philharmonic of Poland Prize for the best 
performance of concerto, and Krystian Zimerman sponsored Prize for the best 
performance of sonata.  

Exhibition of old mechanical calculating machines will be co-organized with the 
National Museum of Technique from Warsaw.  

 

 

 

 

Attachments: 

 

Event Request Form (IFIP) 

 

Letters of intent (support):  

 The Polish Academy of Science (the IFIP Member for Poland) 

The Rector of the Nicolaus Copernicus University in Torun 

 The Polish Information Processing Society 

 The President of Toruń 

 The Marshal of the Kujawsko-Pomorskie Region 

 The Rector of the Pedagogical University in Krakow 

 

 Pearson Education Platforms 

 Intel  

 




















